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On-Currences
ARIAD PHARMACEUTICALS Inc. (Cambridge, Mass.) 

The Boston Globe called it a “directors revolt.” Four of Ariad’s 
9 board members formally stepped down in a December 1 letter 
to Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Harvey J. Berger, MD, that 
was disclosed in a public filing. The directors who quit, Sandy 
Smith, Elizabeth Wyatt, Michael Kishbauch and Burton Sobel, 
objected, in part, to how a transaction was handled that gave 
Ariad the remaining 20% of its majority-owned business, Ariad 
Gene Therapeutics Inc., or AGTI. Dr. Berger told the paper that the 
directors’ complaints related to the resignations were “much ado 
about nothing.”

ARMYOFWOMEN.ORG (Los Angeles, Calif.) 
The San Antonio Express-News reported that Susan Love, MD, 

a Professor at the University of California at Los Angeles School of 
Medicine and a founder of the breast cancer advocacy movement, 
has so far recruited some 260,000 women as candidates for can-
cer clinical trials after launching her Web-based “Army of Women” 
campaign on October 1, 2008. Dr. Love’s goal is to enroll 1 million 
women, both breast cancer survivors and women who have never 
had breast cancer.      

BIOGEN IDEC Inc. (Cambridge, Mass.) 
In a cost-saving move to the suburbs, the biotech plans to move 

its headquarters in 2010 from its present location in Cambridge 
to an office building being built in Weston, Mass. Biogen plans to 
eventually expand its R&D facilities in Cambridge by converting 
office space after the move.   

CONISUS LLC (Atlanta, Ga.) 
The oncology medical education provider appointed Richard 

Leff, MD, as Chief Medical Officer (CMO). Dr. Leff has more than 
20 years of experience as a community clinical oncologist. Most 
recently, he provided strategic consulting services to oncology bio-
pharmaceutical companies as a founding partner of Small Dog in 
the Corner Consulting. 

ENTREMED Inc. (Rockville, Md.) 
Concurrent with a restructuring and in order to preserve cash, 

several executive management departures were announced. 
President and CEO James S. Burns will leave the company and 
resign from the Board of Directors. Dane Saglio, Chief Financial 
Officer; Kenneth W. Bair, PhD, Senior Vice President, Research 
and Development; and Thomas H. Bliss, Jr., Senior Vice President, 
Corporate and Business Development, will also leave.

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (Washington, D.C.) 
Former Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle, a South Dakota 

Democrat, is the Secretary-designate of the Health and Human 

Services Department, appointed by President-elect Obama. 
Daschle will also direct a new White House Office of Health 
Reform. 

FDA Commissioner Andrew von Eschenbach will leave the 
agency on Inaugural Day, January 20, 2009. The administration 
has not yet announced a replacement for Dr. von Eschenbach, 
who is a cancer surgeon. Possible candidates rumored for the post 
include Janet Woodcock, head of the FDA’s drug center, Cleveland 
Clinic cardiologist Steve Nissen and Joshua Sharfstein, head of 
Baltimore’s health department. 

INTROGEN THERAPEUTICS Inc. (Austin, Tex.) 
A week after longtime CEO and Founder David Nance resigned 

with three other executives and a new CEO was named, the com-
pany filed for bankruptcy. David J. Enloe, Jr., formerly Senior 
Vice President of Operations, succeeded Nance. The company 
has struggled since the FDA rejected its marketing application 
in September for Advexin™, its lead gene-based product for head 
and neck cancer. The company cut two-thirds of its staff and said 
it would focus on drug manufacturing in late November; it also 
plans to sell its drug development business.   

M.D. ANDERSON CANCER CENTER (Houston, Tex.) 
Pedro T. Ramirez, MD, Associate Professor, Department of 

Gynecologic Oncology, The University of Texas M. D. Anderson 
Cancer Center, has been elected as President of the Houston 
Gynecological and Obstetrical Society. Dr. Ramirez’s one-year 
term will begin in January 2009. 

MULTIPLE MYELOMA RESEARCH CONSORTIUM (Norwalk, Conn.) 
The University of Michigan Cancer Center and Andrzej 

Jakubowiak, MD, PhD, Director of the Multiple Myeloma 
Program at the University of Michigan, were awarded the 2008 
MMRC Center of the Year Award. The award recognizes an MMRC 
Member Institution and its principal investigator for advancing 
the field of multiple myeloma research and drug development. 

NEOGENIX ONCOLOGY Inc. (Great Neck, N.Y.) 
Philip M. Arlen, MD, is the new President and CMO of the 

privately held cancer diagnostics and therapeutics company. Dr. 
Arlen was previously Director of the Clinical Research Group, 
Laboratory of Tumor Immunology and Biology at the National 
Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Md. 

NOVARX Corp. (San Diego, Calif.) 
Norrie J.W. Russell, PhD, was named President and Chief 

Operating Officer. Previously, Dr. Russell was President and CEO 
of Kalos Therapeutics, a cancer-focused biotechnology company. 
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ONYX PHARMACEUTICALS Inc. (Emeryville, Calif.) 
Henry J. Fuchs, MD, the company’s Executive Vice 

President and CMO since September 2005 resigned. The com-
pany did not cite a reason for Dr. Fuchs’ departure. 

PEREGRINE PHARMACEUTICALS Inc. (Tustin, Calif.) 
Thomas A. Waltz, MD, Chairman of the Board of Directors, 

unexpectedly passed away on December 10, 2008.

PDL BIOPHARMA Inc. (Redwood City, Calif.) 
John P. McLaughlin was named as President and CEO fol-

lowing the company’s spinoff of its biotech assets as Facet 
Biotech Corp. PDL’s Board also appointed McLaughlin as a 
special advisor to the company. McLaughlin joined the board 
in October as a Director.   

SIDNEY KIMMEL COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER  
(Baltimore, Md.) 

William G. Nelson, MD, PhD, was officially installed as the 
new Director of the Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer 
Center at Johns Hopkins on December 5, 2008. Dr. Nelson, 
who joined the Johns Hopkins faculty in 1992, is known for 
his work on prostate cancer leading to new diagnostic tests. 

SUPERGEN Inc. (Dublin, Calif.) 
David Bearss, PhD, an expert in targeted small-molecule 

drug development, was promoted to Chief Scientific Officer. 

UPMC CANCER CENTERS (Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Nancy E. Davidson, MD, was named Director of the 

University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute at the University of 
Pittsburgh and the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
(UPMC), effective March 1, 2009. She currently serves as 
Director of the Johns Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center’s 
Breast Cancer Program and as Professor of Oncology at Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine in Baltimore. Dr. Davidson 
recently served as President of the American Society of 
Clinical Oncology (ASCO). She replaces the institute’s found-
ing director, Ronald Herberman, MD. 

James G. Terwilliger was named Executive Director and 
Vice President of the UPMC Cancer Centers. Terwilliger, a 
20-year veteran in the field of health care management, has 
been with UPMC for the last 6 years.  

VERIDEX LLC (Raritan, N.J.) 
Veridex’s proprietary technology, used in the CellSearch® 

System to measure circulating tumor cells (CTCs), was ranked 
as the top medical innovation for 2009 by the Cleveland 
Clinic, a leading multispecialty academic medical center. The 
ranking is based on technologies likely to have a significant 
impact on healthcare next year. CellSearch® is the first diag-
nostic test to automate the capture and detection of tumor 
cells that have detached from solid tumors and entered the 
patient’s blood.

ZYMOGENETICS Inc. (Seattle, Wash.) 
CEO Bruce L.A. Carter, PhD, will retire as of January 2, 

2009. Douglas E. Williams, PhD, the company’s current 
President, will take Carter’s place as Chief Executive.  NJC
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